
From Fr. Tom Butler’s Homily Library 

Seeking Good; Seeking God 

 

         People are always seeking after all that is good. We can’t help it. It’s our very 

nature. We have needs and wanting to satisfy those needs is good. That word “good” 

actually means that which will satisfy at least one of our needs or desires. On the other 

hand, “bad” or “evil” is something that we do not seek. No, it is something to be 

avoided. In fact, we only pursue “bad” or “evil” when we mistakenly think that it is 

“good”. 

     We all know Jesus was the epitome of all goodness. We come to that conclusion not 

only because we know He is the Son of God, but also because the people could see His 

goodness and just would not leave Him alone. In fact, He had to slip away to be alone 

in order to pray and rest.  

     In today’s gospel it says He stayed in desert places. Still people kept coming to Him 

from everywhere. And once He started His public life, His privacy, peace and quiet 

were hardly ever experienced. 

     This may give us some clues about ourselves. If other people see a lot of good in us, 

they are sure to seek us out. And, if they always leave us alone, maybe we should start 

wondering why! It may not merely be our mouthwash or deodorant that is chasing 

them away. I think whether we are sought out and surrounded by many, or whether we 

are left all to our lonesome, still that is not the best measuring stick of our goodness. But 

it DOES give us something to think about. 

     In any event, we certainly know Jesus is all the good we ever need. And, if you find 

yourself not seeking Him out, then you can be absolutely certain there is something 

wrong with you.  

 

Inspired by Mark 1:40-45 


